SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019 – 12:00 NOON

AT

PONCHATOULA CITY HALL

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the Regular Meeting to order at 12:05 noon on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at Ponchatoula City Hall Chamber, 125 W. Hickory St., Ponchatoula, LA. 
Helen Muller, Administrative Secretary, gave the invocation and Commissioner Nelson followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:   Cheryl Brumfield, James Wes Daniels II, Ernie Drake III, Daryl Ferrara, Wm. Joubert   and James Nelson, M.D.                                                                          

Commissioners Absent:   None
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Administrative Secretary; Barbara Bankston, David Bankston, Phil Ramond, Jesse Brooks, Dot Lavigne, Dawn Gautreaux, Francis Mayer, Gilbert Dozier, Andy Parker, John Cortois, Chance Enmon, Brigette Hyde, Lisa Jordan, Hank Temento, Sandra Temento, Brande Coxen, George Coxen, Frank Neelis, Norma Traylor, Joey Hebert, Amanda Byrd, Nolan Bull, Linda McLellan, Edward Bodker, Margie Vicknair Pray, Ronny Carter, Randy Bush, Don Ellzey; The Hammond Daily Star, and Amy Brennan; The Ponchatoula Times. 
President Ferrara welcomed all visitors in attendance.
It was moved by Commissioner  Drake and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the Commission approve the Regular meeting Agenda for April 9, 2019, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara, Joubert and Nelson Nays: 0 Absent: 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner  Drake III and seconded by Commissioner  Nelson that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes of the  March 12, 2019 meeting, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara, Joubert  and Nelson Nays: 0 Absent:  0
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer Brumfield presented the Financial Reports for the month ending March 31, 2019. She reported that the Income Statement YTD ACTUAL total revenues were $ 82,381.06 and total expenses were $80,524.75 leaving a net income of $ 1,856.31 .  The Balance Sheet report showed Total Assets $ 7,834,356.22 Total Liabilities & Capital $ 7,834,356.22  for period ending March31, 2019.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II, that the 

South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission approves the financial reports for the period ending  March 31, 2019, as presented by Commissioner/Treasurer Brumfield. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara, Joubert and Nelson, M.D. Nays: 0 Absent: 0
OLD BUSINESS: 

1.  DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN-578-53-0012/H.003600 (323)

                  Bulkhead, Yard Hard Surfacing and Rail improvements, Phase III Update
An updated report was given by Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, reporting that the Port’s  project engineer continues their work with the project contractor relative to the required close-out documentation/invoicing for submittal to LA DOTD. 

2.   Prospective Tenant (s) Update- -Marketing Consultant Update
The port director informed the Commission that the Port’s marketing consultant, Gary LaGrange, was not available to attend this meeting therefore a marketing report was not made available for review at this time. The port director also reported having discussions with a potential/prospective tenant interested in the, short/long term for a dry bulk trans-loading project. He informed the Commission that the inquirer thought the dry bulk short term project was not advisable at this time and will continue their potential interest in the future for  short/long term transloading cargo efforts at Port Manchac. The Port currently has two ongoing rail storage project operations at the terminal. 

3. Invoice Payment Approval 
Commissioner/Treasurer Cheryl Brumfield presented the April 9, 2019 invoices for the Commissioners’ review and Payment approval.
1.  King Creek Farm, LLC  (Trackmobile) Inv. # 1242  Amt. $2,766.54

2.  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage  Inv. # 114226 Matter 4623-1  Amt. $1,040.00

3. The Advocate (Legal Ad) RFP  Inv. # 10337  Amt. $440.80 

It was moved by Commissioner Nelson and seconded by Commissioner Drake III, that the Commission approve payment on the April 9th invoices as presented by Commissioner/Treasurer Brumfield. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara, Joubert and Nelson, Nays: 0 Absent: 0

4. Request For Proposals- (Port Study & Insurance Package  RFP) Update
The port director informed the Commission that the RFP for the Insurance Proposals is currently being advertised and the deadline for submittals is scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 6, 2019. The RFP for the Land Use Study deadline was on Monday April 8, 2019. Two proposals were received prior to the deadline time. The two proposals were also received electronically and forward to Commissioners for their initial review. The port director suggested/recommended that the Port’s Consultant be included in the reviewing of the proposals since both contain plenty of data that will require researching. Commissioner Joubert suggested that a reviewing committee be appointed to review the proposals.  Commissioner Nelson questioned if a two week time would be long enough. President Ferrara opposed the t weeks saying that it would take longer for a thorough review of its entirety. The Commissioners hard copy of proposals  were made available for can be pick-up at the Port’s office for their further reviewing and discussions.  
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission moved forward in forming an Executive Committee, consisting of President Ferrara,
Secretary Drake III and Treasurer Brumfield.  They are to meet to review and discuss the submitted,  Land Use Studies, proposals and make their decision known by the May 14, 2019 Commission Meeting.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara, Joubert and Nelson  Nays 0 Absent: None

5. Revised Village Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Update
An open discussion took place relative to the Revised Village Memorandum of Understanding. Commission Nelson reiterated on a previous Commission approved motion that was made by Commissioner Drake III and Brumfield that had been approved at the Commission’s February/March meetings. Discussed was the proposed dialogue, specific wording, that was incorporated in the MOU for the Port’s legal Counsel to review and  his findings were to be reported  back to the Commission relative to the RFP for Land Use Study and Revised MOU. After the discussions Commission Nelson suggested that the topic in discussion be tabled until such time the Port’s attorney is present/available.
It was moved by Commissioner Nelson seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission table the Memorandum of Understand, MOU, Update until the RFP - Land Use Study has been reviewed by an Executive Committee.  Motion Passed. Call Vote: Yeas: 6 Brumfield, Daniels II,

Drake III, Ferrara,  Joubert and Nelson.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Francis Mayer – (Bayou Diesel d.b.a. Premier Chemicals & Services)
Mr. Gilbert Dozier, Attorney representing Bayou Diesel/Premier Chemicals, which is the Port’s primary tenant, gave a brief history of their business developments, of eleven years, since their lease began on, November 1, 2008 at the Port Manchac Terminal. He discussed the relationship and its honor with respect to renewing its lease for the next 40 years while maintaining a peaceful and continuing lease to operate at the Port Terminal.   He expressed concerns over the proposed Manchac Village plans and asked publicly about the Port’s future plans in regards to the current revised MOU.  He commented that it’s disturbing not knowing the intentions of the Commission’s  future plans which would indeed effect the on-going business and development  of an existing tenant. He humbly said as a good tenant and peaceful tenant they hope to continue their operations/lease agreement for the next 50 years. 
President Ferrara comments were after touring and reviewing the Bayou Diesel/Premier Chemicals operations he stated its and honor to have them, as Port tenants, in the community and look forward to their continuing business.

Commission Drake III commented that it’s the Commission job to be informed of new businesses growth in the community and have no control of the News Media, and hoped you’re not holding us

accountable  for Bayou Diesel ‘s business growth.  Dozier assured the Commission that he was
inquiring and not accusing the Commission of any wrong doing just wanted to openly express

their concerns.

2. Official Journal Request for Proposals (R.F.P.)
     a) Resolution
The port director informed the Commission that the Port’s Official Journal of record will expire May, 31, 2019 and requested approval for advertising request for proposals for FY 2019-2020.

Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution regarding advertising in the official journal of record requesting proposals relative to advertising RFP.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III, seconded by Commissioner Nelson that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to proceed with advertising for Request for Proposals for the STPPC for an Official Journal of record. The following information will be requested 1) Circulation Volume 2) Length of time inf Business 3) Copy of Standard Rates and 4) Any other information deem appropriate.  All proposals should be for a minimum of eight (8) point print for clarity of readership.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6  Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara, Joubert and Nelson.

REMARKS:
Executive Director Patrick Dufresne expressed his thanks to all those who were in attendance and also expressed thanks and appreciation to the Port’s tenant, Bayou Diesel and Premier Chemical for

an impressive tour of their operations at Port Manchac. In concluding, birthday wishes were extended
to Helen Muller, STPPC Administrative Secretary.
President Ferrara expressed thanks and appreciation to everyone for their support and interest in the Port.  Notification will be given to the executive team relative to reviewing the study proposals prior to the next Commission meeting. 

Having no further business, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Daniels II seconded by Commissioner Nelson. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara, Joubert and Nelson, Nays: 0 Absent: 0

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
__________________________


       __________________________
Ernie Drake III, Secretary STPPC                                Daryl Ferrara, President STPPC                                               
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